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Thanks to Billy Nolan for sharing this material on the achievements and incredible story about Fr Michael C O’Brien from 

Beenatavaun. 
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Fr. Michael O Brien’s Story 
(He originated from Beenatavaun Killeentierna, bordering Coolick, Kilcummin area) 

 

 

The O’Brien’s 
Originated in Co Clare and settled in Castlemaine and from there to Beenatavaun Killeentierna.  

The O Briens are buried in Aglish Churchyard in Castlemaine. 

Paddy O Brien Born 1786  (Was a hedge school teacher) Married Mary Horan around 1810  

(He Died by Drowning) He had one son Charlie O Brien. 

                      ---------------------------------- 

Paddy’s only Son; Charlie O’Brien – Born 1815 Died? --- Married Ellen Fleming 1838  

(A Sister to John Fleming who married Mary Nolan and lived at Curraross.)    

Ellen was born 1819 to Parents David Fleming & Mrs Kerins.  

Ellen & Charles O’Brien had ten children including: David, Kate, Charlie, Willie, Paddy, Kate, 

Mary and Michael who became Vicar General of Bangor Main U.S.A. 

This is his (Fr. Michael O Brien’s) Story; 
Michael O Brien Born 18th Oct 1842 Died 1901 (The family story was that this man lived with the Indians for a few years and created 

an Indian to English Dictionary.). He was voted by the congregation to become Bishop but was not ratified by Rome. 

He was a priest in St Mary’s Church old Town Main where the Indian Reservation was and still is. He was not stationed at St 

Ann’s which was on the Reservation, but he would have daily contact with the Indians.  

(This I got from the Archivist at St Mary’s Richard Kelly who’s Great, Great Grandfather came from Dingle and Great Great 

grandmother from Kilcummin Parish close to Beenatavaun) 

The Real Story; 
  Fr Michael C O Brien translated an Abenaki (Native American language) Latin Dictionary of 1760 compiled by a Jean Baptiste 

Nudenas into English this manuscript is located in Bangor Maine. There is only one copy and it is locked in a vault. Bangor is 

where Fr O Brien is interred with a large Monument to him, which shows the esteem the congregation held him in.  He translated 

the whole book of the Latin through the medium of English, into Abenaki.  It was used as a Dictionary for the white American 

and the Abenaki Indians for years after. 

Michael became a Priest in the U.S.A. Emigrated to Portland Maine while still enrolled in his College studies .He was ordained 

by Bishop Bacon September 8th 1865 Prior to his Pastorate in Augusta, Maine He held assignments in Portland and Rockland 

Father Michaels first baptism at St Mary’s was in 28 th November 1869 and recorded as follows “ I Baptised this day Stephen 

Hagerty, (sic) born the 2nd inst.of john Hagerty and Catherine Sheehan. Sponsors John and Mary O Rourke”.Little did this young 

27-year Priest realise that the subject of his first Augusta baptism would become one of the founders of what is now Augusta 

Federal savings Bank. Hagerty an important community leader, would in later years, donate the funds for the constructions of 

the main alter of St Mary’s Church on Western Avenue.    

In the fall of 1869 Bishop Bacon transferred Father Michael O Brien to St Michaels at Exeter, New Hampshire as a temporary 

Measure until a permanent Pastor was found he was there from June to November. Michael then became the first Pastor in St 

Mary’s Bangor and eventually straight from there to Augusta to Replace a Father Egan who did outstanding work there. This is 

where Fr Michael went on to become   Vicar Apostolate of the Portland Diocese. His Predecessor Father Egan Died in March 

4th 1895 in Carney Catholic Hospital in Boston and the Funeral was held at St Dominick’s Church in Portland, where Vicar 

General at St Mary’s Fr Michael O Brien gave a eulogy on the works and good deeds of Father Egan’s pastorate at St Mary’s. 
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Other Notes: 

On Aug. 5, 1900 Bishop James Augustine Healy died in Portland, Maine.  Three names from 

The Priests of the Diocese of Portland were submitted to Rome for consideration to be the next Bishop.  Among those names was 

Michael C. O Brien, VG.  However, the Pope in Rome had received many letters from Maine clergy complaining about one or 

more of the candidates. 

Letters from the French Catholic community and clergy also arrived in Rome stating that it was about time a French Bishop was 

appointed.  Seeing all of the disunity and bickering among the clergy and people of Maine, the Pope appointed someone who had 

nothing to do with the Diocese of Portland. 

Fr Michael C O Brien Died in 1901 at the young age of 59. 

Biographical notes on Rev. Michael Charles O Brien (1842-1901) 

 Born Oct. 18, 1842 Beenatavaun Killeentierna. 

 March 1861 - came into the Diocese of Portland, Maine, USA 

 Sept. 8, 1865 - ordained to the Diocese by David William Bacon Bishop of the Diocese of Portland 

 1866 - 1867 - Pastor at St. Bernard, Rockland, Maine 

 1867 - June 1869 - Pastor at St. Dominic, Portland, Maine 

 June 1869 - Nov 1869 - Pastor at St. Michael, Exeter, New Hampshire 

 Nov 1869 - 1875 - Pastor at St. Mary, Augusta, Maine 

 1875 - 1877 - Assistant at St. John, Bangor, Maine 

 1877 - 1880 - Pastor at St. Joseph, Old Town, Maine 

 1880 - 1901 - Pastor at St. Mary, Bangor, Maine 

 August 15, 1893 - appointed Vicar General of the Diocese 

 Died Nov.  12, 1901, Bangor, Maine 

 Buried Mount Pleasant Catholic Cemetery, Bangor Maine 

United States Census Records 

 July 5, 1870 Census of Augusta, Maine 

Fr O Brien, Michael C age 27, occupation Catholic Priest, born Ireland 

 June 5, 1880 Census of Old Town, Maine 

Fr O Brien, Michael C age 37, occupation Catholic. Clergyman, born Ireland 

 June 1, 1900 Census of Bangor, Maine 

Fr C O Brien, Michael (no age given) occupation Priest, born Ireland 

 

Photographs of the Man and his Grave with a large Monument erected by the locals in honour of him. 

Researched and Written by Billy Nolan 
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Above extract from https://stpaulbangor.me/our-churches 

https://stpaulbangor.me/our-churches
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Below Extract from Book by Samuel Lane Boardman on Fr Michael O’Brien from Beenatavaun. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ahn7485.0001.001/172?page=root;size=100;view=image;q1=brien 

 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ahn7485.0001.001/13?q1=brien&view=image&size=100 

 

 

 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ahn7485.0001.001/172?page=root;size=100;view=image;q1=brien 

 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ahn7485.0001.001/172?page=root;size=100;view=image;q1=brien
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ahn7485.0001.001/13?q1=brien&view=image&size=100
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/ahn7485.0001.001/172?page=root;size=100;view=image;q1=brien
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