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10 B. Mrs O’Connor OBITUARY:  The San Francisco Examiner, 31 May 1890, p. 7. Transcribed 

"O'CONNOR--Mrs. Mary O'CONNOR was the wife, and for three years past the widow, of the late Bryan O'CONNOR, founder of the great 

dry goods house of O'CONNOR, MOFFATT & Co. The litigation which began shortly after his death in regard to the disposal of the vast 

fortune which he left, estimated at from $600,000 to $800,000, had the effect of making much of the history of himself and his wife public 

property. Mrs. O'CONNOR was born near Dublin about forty-six years ago, her maiden name being COSTELLO. Her people were in very 

modest circumstances, for which reason nearly all the members of the family were obliged to do what they could toward supporting 

themselves. Mrs. O'CONNOR, or Mary COSTELLO as she was then, at quite an early age entered a millinery store in Dublin, in which city 

Bryan O'CONNOR was at the same time a clerk in a dry goods establishment. An acquaintance accidentally began between the two, which 

speedily ripened into an affection which was destined to continue undiminished during the lives of both. When Mary COSTELLO had agreed 

to become engaged to him Bryan O'CONNOR left Dublin to seek his fortune in newer fields. He went first to Australia, where he remained 

some years, but the measure of prosperity which he met with there was not sufficient to content him. He sailed to New York, and there 

engaged in the business in which he was destined to spend his life.  
For nine long years Bryan O'CONNOR worked earnestly and faithfully to achieve a position which he could ask his wife to share, and during 

all this time Mary COSTELLO waited patiently at home for the message which she knew would someday reach her. It came at last, and she 

crossed the sea to New York to meet her lover, and the constant pair were immediately united. Shortly afterward they came to this city 

and Mr. O'CONNOR established the business for which he was ever afterward identified. There was the most complete accord between 

Mr. and Mrs. O'CONNOR always, and, though their two children died in infancy, their married life was, owing to their mutual affection, 

singularly happy. Mr. O'CONNOR died on the 28th of August, 1877. Mrs. O'CONNOR a sister and a brother living in this city, the former, 

who is a single lady, having resided with her for some time past. The brother, John D. COSTELLO, is an employee of the firm 

of O'CONNOR, MOFFATT & Co. Mrs. O'CONNOR was a very estimable lady, highly spoken of by all. At the time of her death she was on her 

way to attend the closing exercises at St. Joseph's Academy in company with the Misses KEARNS, both of whom were also drowned." 

Source: San Francisco Examiner, 31 May 1890, Front page. Transcribed by Susan Cherry-Boyer. 

"O'CONNOR--At Oakland, Cal., May 30, Mary Josephine O'CONNOR, relict of the late Bryan O'CONNOR, a native of Rathkeale, 

County Limerick, Ireland. Notice of the date of the funeral will appear later." Source: San Francisco Examiner, 31 May 1890, p. 

7. Transcribed by Susan Cherry-Boyer. 

http://www.sfgenealogy.com/sf/vitals/sfobioa.htm 
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15 "Mrs O’Connor’s Will. Generous Bequests Made to Charities. Relatives Remembered."  
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 8 5 JUNE 1890 THURSDAY 
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16 "THE O'CONNOR ESTATE Provisions of the Will of the Late Mrs. Mary J. O’Connor “THE RECORD-UNION (Sacramento-California)"
 4 5 JUNE 1890 THURSDAY 
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17 BRYAN O'CONNOR'S ESTATE THE SANFRANCISCO CALL 3 26 JUNE 1890 THURSDAY 
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18 COURT NOTES SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 5 31 JANUARY 1891 SATURDAY 
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19 BRYAN O'CONNOR'S ESTATE THE SANFRANCISCO CALL 12  
8 FEBRUARY 1891 SUNDAY 

 

20 "BRYAN O'CONNOR'S ESTATE 
A Suit for an Accounting by the Widow's Executors."  
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21 "WILLING TO ACCOUNT 
Mary J. O'Connor's Executors Answer J.C. Pennie's Complaint" THE SANFRANCISCO CALL 3 25 FEBRUARY 1891 WEDNESDAY 
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23 THE O'CONNOR MAUSOLEUM THE SANFRANCISCO CALL 3  
25 APRIL 1891 SATURDAY 

 

 

 

Below: The Tomb of Bryan O'Connor in Holy Cross Cemetery who died on Aug. 28th 1887. He was one of the founders of O'Connor, Moffatt, 

Kean Co. The store opened first in 1860 at 2nd & Market Sts. and then moved to South side of Post St. bet. Kearny & Grant Ave. They are 

now located at the N.W. cor. Stockton & O'Farrell Sts. May 10th 1929. 

 

 

24 BRYAN O'CONNOR'S ESTATE THE SANFRANCISCO CALL 8 30 MAY 1891 SATURDAY 
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25 "PROMPT PAYMENT.  
The Executors of Mrs. O'Connor's Will Comply With Her Wishes." THE SANFRANCISCO CALL 8  
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26 "THE O'CONNOR ESTATE 
A Trust That Has Been Most Satisfactorily Carried Out." THE SANFRANCISCO CALL 8  
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27 "AT REST 
Removal of the Bodies of Bryan O'Connor and His Wife to Holy Cross."  

THE SANFRANCISCO CALL 4 11 AUGUST 1892 THURSDAY 
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   Distribution Detail: Bryan O'Connor Will     

  Mausoleum Provision for $10,000.00 Spent $18,500 $18,500.00 $18,500.00   

        

  O'Connor Catherine O’Connor Fleming (Farrankeal) $25,000.00    

   Hannah O’Connor Brosnan. (Australia) $25,000.00    

   Mary O’Connor Scanlon (Woodlands) $25,000.00    

   Margaret O’Connor Scanlon (Woodlands) $25,000.00    

   Patrick $25,000.00    

   Maurice $25,000.00 $150,000.00   

         

  Costello William $50,000.00    

   John's Children $50,000.00    

   Mary Madeline (John's Widow) $10,000.00    

   Margaret $50,000.00    

   Bridget (Sister Mary Evangelist) $5,000.00    

   James $30,000.00    

   Augustine $30,000.00    

   Charles $5,000.00    

   Children of James D Power (Edward, Louise, Neil, May $20,000.00    

   Godson Robert Rositer $1,000.00    

   Godson Richard Dillon $1,000.00 $252,000.00   

        

   Miss Isabella Kerns $1,000.00    

   Miss Mera Burke $1,000.00    

   Miss Della Ford  $500.00 $2,500.00   

         

  Charity Sisters of Mercy SF ( 3000 for Old Ladies Home) $8,000.00    

   Roman C orphan Asylum  $2,500.00    

   St Joseph’s Orphan Asylum $2,500.00    

   Technical school under Care of The Sisters of Charity $2,500.00    

   Youths Directory $2,500.00    

   St Mary's College Oakland $2,500.00    

   Academy of Dominican Sisters San Rafael $2,000.00    

   Catholic Orphan asylum San Rafael $5,000.00    

   Day Homes under care of Holy Family $7,000.00    

   Hebrew Orphans Asylum $5,000.00 $39,500.00   

        

   Trusted Employee James Kennedy $5,000.00    

   @ each $1000 for 'Score' Employees with > 10 years service $20,000.00 $25,000.00   

        

   Residue Distributed among her Heirs at Law      

   Authorised executors to continue business until lease expires     

        

    $487,500.00 $487,500.00   

        
            

 


